
YEOVIL TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of the BUILDINGS AND CIVIC MATTERS COMMITTEE
meeting held in the Council Chamber, Town House, 19 Union Street, Yeovil, on
Tuesday 18 March 2008

(7.00pm to 8.05pm)

Present:

John Hann – Chairman
J Vincent Chainey
Clive Davis
Bridget Dollard
Julian Freke
Steve Hawker
Andrew Kendall (arrived 7.25pm)
Wes Read
Alan Smith

Also Present:

Dave Greene – South Ward Member
Tom Parsley – South Ward Member (until 7.16pm)
Alan Tawse – Town Clerk
Sally Bing – Assistant Town Clerk

PUBLIC COMMENT

Steve Hawker addressed the Committee regarding Agenda item 6 for which he
declared a personal and prejudicial interest.

With relation to the congestion in Lower Middle Street, Steve explained that he felt
the traffic lights outside the Western Gazette offices did not stay on green for
sufficient time to allow enough vehicles to pass through onto Wyndham Street. He
stated that the 30 minute waiting time on parking spaces on the north-east side of
the road would be acceptable but suggested that the loading bay would be better
placed in front of the parking spaces (so that it would be the first parking space on
the left as you enter Lower Middle Street) rather than at the end of the parking bay.

He stated that this would avoid heavy goods vehicles having to reverse down a one
way street as they would be able to drive directly into the loading bay as they came
around the corner from Central Road into Lower Middle Street. He added that the
premises first in flow along Lower Middle Street were the ones to require heavier
goods to be delivered.

He finally pointed out that for success of the scheme any road traffic orders
implemented required enforcement.



7/66 MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on 22 January 2008, copies of
which had been circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by
the Chairman.

7/67 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Dave Gooding and Tony Lock.
Apologies for absence were also received from Colin Fletcher.

7/68 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Steve Hawker declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda item 6
as he was a personal friend of two proprietors whose premises front onto
Middle Street and also worked on a casual basis for one of those businesses.

7/69 CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of correspondence.

7/70 GLENTHORNE AVENUE TRAFFIC ISSUES

The Committee considered the report of the Town Clerk (Agenda item 5
refers).

The Town Clerk outlined the report further, explaining that minor costs would
be involved in introducing the proposed three new disabled parking bays,
adding that a new road traffic order would be required for the lay-by outside
64 and 66 Glenthorne Avenue and a variation to the existing road traffic order
for the additional single bay opposite 23 and 25 Glenthorne Avenue. In
answer to a query, he confirmed that the Town Council would meet the cost of
signage and road markings and the County Council would pay for the
statutory advertisement of the road traffic order and the variation to the
existing road traffic order.

With regard to the upgrade of the pedestrian crossing on Mudford Road,
leading to Chilton Grove, the Town Clerk explained that it would be necessary
to request that the County Council consider the upgrade as one of the
schemes funded by LTP funding.

During the ensuing discussion it was suggested that the additional parking
bays for blue badge holders might not solve the problem but would provide
increased parking spaces for parents who needed to drop off and collect
children with disabilities from school. The school had deemed the use of the
tarmac area off Chelston Avenue (currently used for parking by visiting buses)
to be unsuitable for use as a blue badge holder parking area on health and
safety grounds. It was therefore considered that the provision of three
additional bays for blue badge holders would assist in alleviating the problem.

RECOMMENDED

(1) that the developments in the matter be noted;



(2) that the estimated costs and procedures that would need to be followed
to designate the proposed three additional blue badge holders only
parking spaces as set out in the report be noted; and

(3) to support the above outlined proposals including the introduction of
two additional blue badge holder only parking spaces in the lay-by
outside 64 and 66 Glenthorne Avenue and one additional blue badge
holder only parking space opposite 23 and 25 Glenthorne Avenue.

7/71 PROPOSED WAITING RESTRICTIONS – LOWER MIDDLE STREET,
YEOVIL

(Steve Hawker, having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect
of this Agenda item left the room during its consideration and took no part in
the discussion or voting thereon).

The Town Clerk outlined the report and explained that following consultation
with traders in the area it was deemed that the no loading at any time
restrictions would be too severe and detrimental to the businesses in the area.
However, regulation of the loading in Lower Middle Street was required as the
Police had also approached the Town Council raising concerns that
emergency vehicles may not be able to gain access along Lower Middle
Street at certain times.

With reference to the parking bays on the north-west side of Lower Middle
Street, the Town Clerk explained that the existing parking bays required a
consolidation road traffic order. He reminded the Committee that the north-
east side of Lower Middle Street included a designated Police vehicle bay.
With regard to Steve Hawker’s comments on the relocation of the loading bay
to avoid heavy goods vehicles having to reverse down a one-way street, he
stated that this would need to be referred to the Area Traffic Engineer.

The Assistant Town Clerk further explained that having spoken to the Area
Traffic Engineer regarding the loading bay, it had been suggested that if the
no loading at any time restrictions on the south-east side of Middle Street
were implemented for key times in the morning and evening, there would be
no requirement for a loading bay as loading could take place at other times.

The Committee discussed the proposals and agreed that enforcement was
required on any regulations put in place to assist in alleviating the congestion
in Lower Middle Street.

Other incidents of alleged illegal driving practices were also cited and the
Town Clerk explained that these allegations would be forwarded to the Police
and suggested that a representative from the Police be invited to a future
meeting of the Buildings and Civic Matters Committee to discuss enforcement
issues in the Town Centre.

He added that with regard to Lower Middle Street, should the Committee
support an alternative proposal to control loading during peak hours, no-
loading bars would be required on the south-east side of Middle Street from
Central Road to Newton Road and the signs would need to refer to the key
hours in the morning and late afternoon when the restrictions were in place.



With regard to the traffic movement of vehicles from Lower Middle Street onto
Wyndham Street, governed by the traffic lights outside the Western Gazette
building, it was requested that a report on the traffic movements be provided.

RESOLVED

(1) that the matters be noted;

(2) that the introduction of a loading/unloading ban in Lower Middle Street
on the south-east side from Central Road to Newton Road during peak
morning and afternoon hours (8am to 10am and 4.30pm to 6.30pm) be
supported;

(3) that a representative from Avon and Somerset Constabulary be invited
to a future meeting of the Buildings and Civic Matters Committee to
discuss town centre traffic regulation enforcement; and

(4) that a report be requested from County Highways on the traffic
movement from Lower Middle Street into Wyndham Street governed by
the traffic lights in that area.

7/72 PROPOSED PARKING RESTRICTION – WESTLAND ROAD, YEOVIL

The Committee considered the report by the Area Traffic Engineer (Agenda
item 7 refers) and discussion took place regarding the problems which may
be experienced by local residents should this parking restriction be
implemented. As concern was raised regarding the impact the displacement
of vehicles from this stretch of road would have on the local residents whose
parking was already at a premium, alternative options for the area were
considered and it was suggested that the Area Traffic Engineer be requested
to monitor the situation at different times of the day including during the
evenings before pursuing the proposals.

RESOLVED

(1) that the matters be noted; and

(2) that the decision regarding the implementation of a prohibition of
parking order on the north side of Westland Road from the entrance to
Westland site, to the first junction with a side road, be deferred to the
next meeting of the Buildings and Civic Matters Committee and that the
Area Traffic Engineer be asked to monitor the situation at different
times during the day, particularly during the evenings to assess the
impact the proposed restriction would have on local residents and to
report his findings to the meeting.

7/73 MIDDLE STREET OCCASIONAL CLOSURE

The Assistant Town Clerk explained to the Committee that the removable
physical barriers that were to be installed in Bond Street immediately outside
the sports shop, were due to be installed in the near future and the
commencement of the Saturday closure of Middle Street from Bond Street to
the Triangle would commence once the barriers were in place and sufficient
time had been allowed for notification of local traders that the introduction of



the agreed closure on a Saturday between 10am and 4pm was due to
commence.

RESOLVED

that the further developments on the matter be noted.

7/74 MONMOUTH HALL BOTTLEBANK

The Committee considered the report of the Town Clerk (Agenda item 9
refers).

RESOLVED

that the matter be noted.

7/75 BEST VALUE

The Committee considered the report of the Town Clerk (Agenda item 10
refers).

RESOLVED

(1) that the Committee noted the achievements of 2007/08 and agreed to set
a target of implementing 80% of supported traffic regulation orders within 6
months of their initial consideration for the forthcoming year; and

(2) that the Committee noted the increase in bookings of Monmouth Hall by
32% and agreed to consolidate the success of 2007/08 by maintaining the
increased level of bookings over the forthcoming year.

7/76 FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR DECEMBER 2007 AND JANUARY 2008

The Committee considered the report by the Finance Administrator (Agenda
item 11 refers).

RESOLVED

that the Financial Statement for December 2007 and January 2008 be noted.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no comments from members of the public.

Chairman

SB/JW
19/03/08


